
Sergeant James LeRoy Biggs 
Division VI - Alleghany County 
End of Watch: December 18, 1984. 
 
     Today and every day, the Virginia State Police Family Remembers and Honors the 
service and dedication of Sergeant James LeRoy Biggs, who 38 years ago, gave his life in 
the preservation of law and order, and who in so doing lived and died in the best 
traditions of law enforcement's duty and service to mankind.  Sergeant Biggs dedicated 
his life to serving and protecting the citizens of his community, Virginia and the Nation. 
 
     Tragically, on December 18, 1984, Virginia State Police Sergeant James LeRoy Biggs 
was shot in the chest and killed in the course of a routine traffic stop for speeding in 
Alleghany County two miles east of the West Virginia state line.  Sergeant James Leroy 
Biggs had served with the Virginia State Police for 18 years when he became the 38th 
Virginia State Police Trooper to give the ultimate sacrifice while serving and protecting 
the citizens of Virginia. 
 
     The automobile Sergeant Biggs stopped was stolen and the driver had escaped from 
the West Virginia prison system in July 1984 and by his own admission had embarked on 
a crime spree in November and December to support himself and his drug habit.  As 
Sergeant Biggs walked toward the driver's side of the vehicle two shots were fired from a 
handgun in the car.  The vehicle sped away driving into West Virginia where it was 
stopped on Route 60 by a West Virginia State Police Trooper, who fired five shots from a 
shotgun into the car, seriously wounding the passenger.  Again, driving away at high 
speed, the driver soon collided with another vehicle. Leaving the passenger in the 
wrecked car, the driver fled into the woods on foot but was captured about 2:15 a.m. the 
next morning and taken to the Rupert, West Virginia, fire station, where in the course of 
interrogation he confessed that he had shot a Trooper in Virginia.  Over the driver's 
objection, his confession and other inculpatory statements made during his pretrial 
incarceration were introduced into evidence at trial.  A 44-caliber magnum pistol was 
found in the wreckage of the automobile driven by the accused.  Forensic analysis 
revealed that this weapon fired the shots that killed Sergeant James Leroy Biggs.  The 
killer was convicted of Sergeant Biggs' murder and sentenced to life in prison. 
 
     Sergeant James Leroy Biggs is a Virginia Hero and the Virginia State Police family 
thanks Sergeant Biggs for his example, dedication and service.  His memory lives and 
Sergeant Jams Leroy Biggs continues to inspire all that follow him into law enforcement 
service. 
 
     Thank you for your service Brother! 
     Rest in Peace. 


