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National Troopers Coalition

April 14, 2020

The Hon. Mitch McConnell 
Senate Majority Leader
317 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510

The Hon. Chuck Schumer
Senate Minority Leader
322 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510

Majority Leader McConnell and Minority Leader Schumer:

On behalf of the entire membership of the National Troopers Coalition (NTC), thank you for the efforts you, your respective caucuses, and your staffs have undertaken to keep our country safe. In these uncertain times, strong action by our elected officials is critical in keeping Americans healthy.

Considering the impact of COVID-19 on our membership, we are writing to strongly support the “Heroes Fund,” and hope to see it included in a future “Phase 4” stimulus bill or as stand-alone legislation. The NTC, founded in 1977, is a 501(c)(5) not-for-profit organization that consists of 42 Member Associations in 38 states representing over 40,000 State Troopers nationwide. The NTC is the only national organization that solely represents the interests of State Trooper and Highway Patrol Associations. State Troopers, always on the frontline protecting Americans, are now facing a new challenge: responding to the COVID-19 outbreak. Our membership has answered the call, with Troopers manning testing stations, enforcing stay-at-home orders, ensuring the safe transport of essential people and goods, and general “law and order” nationwide.  

While our Troopers undertake their duties proudly, it does not come without risks. More than 30 New York State Police Troopers have tested positive for COVID-19. Even more tragically, Troopers have died in Washington and Illinois from COVID-19. As a result, we consider the provisions outlined by the proposed “Heroes Fund” both meaningful and necessary. 

The proposal, which includes a $25,000 pandemic premium pay increase for essential frontline workers and a one-time $15,000 recruitment incentive, would help current Troopers and recruiting future ones to provide badly needed back-up. Our Troopers are working long hours, at great risk to themselves and their families, and they deserve additional compensation for the hazardous environment in which they find themselves. 

Thank you for considering our position on this incredibly important proposal. We stand by ready to assist you or your staff with any questions, and we thank you for your continued support for our Troopers who put their lives on the line to keep America safe. 

Stay safe,





Jimmy Chavez
Chairman


