
Remembering & Honoring Our Heroes 

Who gave the Ultimate Sacrifice in September 

The Colonel C. W. Woodson Memorial Gallery located in the Virginia 

State Police Academy is dedicated to those members of the Virginia 

State Police and their predecessors, the inspectors of the Division of 

Motor Vehicles, who gave their lives in the preservation of law and 

order, and who, in so doing, lived and died in the best traditions of law 

enforcement's duty and service to mankind.  The Woodson Memorial 

Gallery proudly displays the portraits of six Virginia Troopers:  Trooper 

Robin Lee Farmer (EOW: 9/3/1981); Trooper William Stafford Tinsley 

(EOW: 9/5/1942); Sergeant Clarence Lemuel Maynard (EOW: 9/9/1939); 

Trooper Mark D. Barrett (EOW: 9/14/2010); Trooper Nathan Michael 

William Smith (EOW: 9/21/2015); and Trooper William R. Thompson 

(EOW: 9/23/1935) who lived their lives by this tradition and by the 

Trooper's Pledge down to the very letter and who in the month of 

September gave the ultimate sacrifice protecting and serving the 

citizens of our State and Country.  We will always remember and honor 

them for how they lived and served. 

God Bless our Heroes! 
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We will never forget… 
 

 
Trooper Robin Lee Farmer, Badge # 866 

Division I - Caroline County 
End of Watch: September 3, 1981 

 
     Today and always, the Virginia State Police Family remembers and honors Trooper Robin Lee 
Farmer.  Robin served as a Trooper in Area 44 – Caroline and King George Counties.  His primary 
Duty Post was Caroline County. 
 
     Trooper Farmer gave his life in the preservation of law and order, and who, in so doing, lived 
and died in the best traditions of law enforcement's duty and service to mankind.  Trooper 
Farmer and his shift partner were conducting a checking detail, when an approaching car 
turned around and sped away.  During the pursuit that followed, Trooper Farmer’s patrol car 
collided with an oncoming car.  Trooper Farmer succumbed to injuries resulting from the crash 
becoming the 35th Virginia State Police Trooper to die in the Line of Duty. 
 
     Trooper Farmer had served and protected the Citizens of Virginia as a sworn member of the 
Virginia State Police for three years.  He was survived by wife. 
 
     For the way he lived and served, Trooper Robin Lee Farmer is a true Virginia Hero.  His 
memory lives and his dedication to serving the Citizens of Virginia stands as an inspiration and 
example for all. 
 
     In October of 2008, the Route 639 Bridge over Interstate 95 was renamed the Trooper Robin 
Lee Farmer Bridge to honor his memory. 
 

     Rest in peace brother. 



We will never forget… 

 
Trooper William Stafford Tinsley 

End of Watch:  September 5, 1942. 
Division VI – Roanoke County 

     The Virginia State Police Family Remembers and Honors the service and dedication of 
Trooper William Stafford Tinsley who gave his life in the preservation of law and order, 
and who in so doing lived and died in the best traditions of law enforcement's duty and 
service to mankind.  Trooper Tinsley was killed in an automobile crash on US Route 11 in 
Roanoke County, Virginia. 

     Trooper Tinsley lived and worked in accordance with the Trooper's Pledge striving to 
make his Area, State and Country a safer place in which to live and work.  He waged 
unceasing war against crime in all its forms as he strived to protect and serve the 
Citizens of Virginia.  Trooper William Stafford Tinsley became the 10th Virginia State 
Police Trooper to make the Ultimate Sacrifice performing his official duties. 

     Trooper William Stafford Tinsley is a true Virginia Hero.  His memory lives and his 
service stands as our role model. 

     Thank you for your service brother! 

Rest In Peace! 



We will never forget… 
 

 
Sergeant Clarence Lemuel Maynard, Badge # 13 

Division IV - Washington County 

End of watch: September 9, 1939 

 
     Today and always, the Virginia State Police Family Remembers and Honors Sergeant 
Clarence Lemuel Maynard.  He served and protected the Citizens of Virginia as an 
Inspector/Sergeant with the Department of Motor Vehicles building the foundation for 
what is now the Virginia State Police.  We honor his valor, dedication and life of service to 
the Citizens of Virginia. 
 
     On September 9, 1939, Sergeant Clarence Lemuel Maynard was responding to a call for 
service near Abingdon, Virginia when he became involved in an automobile accident and 
tragically, he succumbed to his injuries.  Sergeant Maynard gave his life in the preservation 
of law and order, and who in so doing lived and died in the best traditions of law 
enforcement's duty and service to mankind. 
 
     Sergeant Clarence Lemuel Maynard became the 8th Virginia State Police Officer to make 
the ultimate sacrifice.  He is truly a Virginia Hero!  His memory lives and his service stands 
as a model for troopers and law enforcement officers today and into the future. 
 
He is remembered and honored always. 
 
Rest In Peace Brother 



We will never forget… 

 
Remembering and Honoring 

Trooper Mark David Barrett, Badge # 1992 
End of Watch:  September 14, 2010 

     The Virginia State Police Family Remembers and honors Trooper Mark D. Barrett.  On 
September 14, 2010, Trooper Mark D. Barrett made the ultimate sacrifice while serving and 
protecting the Citizens of Virginia.  He died following a dive training exercise on Lake Anna. 
     Trooper Mark D. Barrett, a Chesterfield County native, graduated from Manchester High 
School.  Following high school, Mark earned an associate degree at John Tyler Community 
College and then joined the state police in 2007.  Following graduation from the Virginia State 
Police Academy, he was assigned to patrol Henrico County and the City of Richmond.  He was 
also a member of the State Police Search and Recovery Team. 
     The Search and Recovery Team was conducting its annual in-service training and had spent 
the day in the southeastern portion of Lake Anna on the Louisa County side conducting deep-
water dives.  Shortly before 2 p.m., Trooper Barrett and his dive partner, a fellow trooper, were 
conducting a training dive.  As they were ascending, his dive partner noticed Trooper Barrett 
was having difficulty and he assisted Trooper Barrett to the surface and immediately signaled 
for help from the other divers. 
     The divers lifted Trooper Barrett onto the SRT boat and administered CPR as the boat 
returned to shore.  The Louisa County Volunteer Rescue Squad met the boat at the Lake Anna 
Beach Marina and continued medical aid. 
     Trooper Barrett was transported to Henrico Doctors Hospital where he died becoming the 
56th Virginia State Police Trooper to die in the line of duty. 
     Trooper Barrett is survived by his wife and two children.  Our thoughts and prayers continue 
to be with his family. 
     Thank you Mark for your service, dedication and example. 
     Rest in Peace Brother. 



We will never forget… 
 

 

Trooper Nathan Michael William Smith 
Division I - Dinwiddie County 

EOW:  September 21, 2015 
 

     Today and always, the Virginia State Police Family remembers and honors Trooper Nathan-
Michael William Smith, VSP Badge # 1844, for his service and dedication to serving the 
Citizens of Virginia.  Tragically on September 21, 2015, while responding to an emergency call 
for help at a crash scene his patrol car ran off the left side of an I-295 exit ramp and crashed into 
the wood line.  Trooper Smith succumbed to his injuries becoming the 61st Virginia State Police 
Trooper to make the Ultimate Sacrifice while performing his official duties.  Trooper Smith had 
served with the Virginia State Police for 15 months and was assigned to Division 1 - Richmond, 
Area 7. 

     Nathan is remembered as a respected trooper with a contagious smile who always thought 
about the well-being of his fellow troopers and the citizens that he served before himself.  At the 
age of 27, Nathan was a beloved husband and father of two children.  And he was doing what he 
loved - serving as a trooper.  A servant and humanitarian by nature, Trooper Smith is missed, 
always remembered, and honored for his service by all that knew him. 

Rest in Peace, Brother 



We will never forget… 
 

 

Trooper William Raymond Thompson 
Division III - Fluvanna County 

End of Watch: September 23, 1935 and The Story of Badge # 89 

     Today and always, the Virginia State Police Family Remembers and Honors the Life and 
Service of Trooper William Raymond Thompson, who gave the ultimate sacrifice, while 
protecting and serving the Citizens of Virginia. 

     On September 23, 1935, Trooper Thompson responded to a bank robbery in progress.  He 
arrived at the bank in Fork Union, Virginia and found three robbers still inside the bank.  
Trooper Thompson disarmed one robber in the doorway of the bank, but was shot by another 
robber from inside the bank.  The same robber then shot Trooper Thompson in the back a 
number of times as he lay on the ground.  Tragically, Trooper Thompson lost his life while 
attempting to arrest the bank robbers becoming the 6th Virginia State Police Trooper to die in the 
line-of-duty.  He was thirty-three years of age and had served as a Virginia State Police Officer 
for just three years. 

     The robbers were arrested the following day and taken to the Henrico County Jail.  The 
shooter was executed in February of 1936. 



     Trooper Thompson's Badge # 89 was a witness to this crime and its story appeared in the FBI 
Law Enforcement Bulletin, Volumes 29-30, published by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, U. 
S. Department of Justice, in 1960.  The story of Badge # 89: 

"So, with death, comes tragedy, and badge No. 89 was a mute witness 
to just such a tragedy when a bullet from a gun in the hands of a bank 
burglar claimed the life of the trooper who wore it. 

It was on the fateful night of September 23, 1935, that Trooper 
William Raymond Thompson, while on duty, surprised three hoodlums 
in the act of burglarizing a bank in Fork Union, Va.  As so often is the 
case, Trooper Thompson was working alone and there was no time or 
opportunity to summon help.  He acted as befits a courageous, 
disciplined officer of the law and singlehandedly attempted to 
apprehend and take the three burglars into custody. 

He had captured one of the men when one of the others shot and killed 
him.  The three bandits were later captured and the murderer died in 
the electric chair. 

Badge No. 89 stopped the murder's bullet but only after it had 
penetrated the trooper's body, for Trooper Thompson was shot in the 
back and the bullet came to rest against the back of his badge.  Badge 
No. 89 rests today in the departmental museum at Virginia State 
Police Headquarters in Richmond, Va., with a distortion on the side to 
tell the story." 

     We will always remember and honor Trooper Thompson and be ever in his debt for the 
courage, devotion to duty and dedication to serving his fellow man that he exhibited.  It is not 
how he died that made him a hero.  It is how he lived, served and protected the Citizens of 
Virginia. 

     Thank you, Trooper William Raymond Thompson, for your service and example. 

Rest in Peace, Brother. 



Trooper's Pledge 

 

 
 

 
"Humbly recognizing the responsibilities 

entrusted to me as a member of the Department of State Police, 
an organization dedicated to the preservation of human life and property, 

I pledge myself to perform my duties honestly and faithfully 
to the best of my ability and without fear, favor or prejudice. 

 
"I shall aid those in danger or distress, 

and shall strive always to make my State and Country 
a safer place in which to live. 

I shall wage unceasing war against crime in all its forms, 
and shall consider no sacrifice too great 

in the performance of my duty. 
 

I shall obey the laws of the United States of America 
and of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 

and shall support and defend their constitutions 
against all enemies whomsoever, foreign and domestic. 

I shall always be loyal to and uphold 
the honor of my organization, my State and my Country." 


