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Virginia State Police Struck While
Assisting Disabled Motorist

A

Virginia State Trooper and another driver the trooper was assisting were
taken to the hospital with non-life-threatening injuries after being struck
on the side of the highway by an oncoming vehicle.
A VSP trooper stopped
to assist a disabled motorist
on southbound Interstate
664 in Newport News.
When the trooper
was sitting in the vehicle
awaiting assistance from
VDOT, the driver of a
Hyundai Sonata ran off
the roadway and struck
the trooper’s vehicle and
the disabled 2008 Nissan
Altima.
The driver of the
Sonata was identified as 42-year-old Richard Hedgepath, of Charlottesville.
He has been charged with reckless driving.
The trooper and the driver of the disabled vehicle were both transported to
Riverside Regional Hospital with non-life-threatening injuries.
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Virginia State Police
Arrest Suspect after
High Speed Chase
Ending in Crash

Virginia State Police have arrested
a suspect following a high-speed pursuit
that began in Prince George and ended in
a crash in Chesterfield.
A Virginia State Police trooper
observed a 2010 Toyota Corolla driving
northbound on Interstate 295 near the
Route 36 exit in Prince George County.
The trooper reportedly clocked the
sedan driving 90 mph in the posted 70
mph zone and attempted to initiate a
traffic stop. The driver of the Toyota
presumably ignored the emergency lights
and sirens and instead accelerated at an
even higher rate of speed.
A pursuit began as the Toyota sped
north on I-295, at times exceeding speeds
of 100 mph. The Toyota took the Route
10 exit towards Chester before turning
Continued on back page

Recognition and Appreciation for Our Donors
It is during our fall campaign that we like to pay a
special thanks to those who have consistently supported
us through the ups and downs. This rings especially true
for fall 2022.
We make available our auto window stickers for the
coming year only to Virginia citizens who have supported
us in the past. The sticker is not a get-out-of-jail certificate.
However, it lets our
troopers know that
you respect their
job of upholding
the law, and that
means a great
deal in our current
environment.

Supporters who
can contribute any
amount to our fall
campaign will receive
two of our 2023 stickers
and will be eligible to win a vacation for two to
the Afton Mountain Bed & Breakfast in Afton
(www.aftonmountain.com). Those
who can contribute $50 or more will
receive four stickers and two chances
to win the vacation. Donations
of $100 or more will receive four
stickers, four chances to win the
vacation, and will be recognized in
our office in Richmond.
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Virginia State Trooper-Pilot Temporarily
Blinded with Laser Pointer During
Statewide Manhunt

A Crewe resident was taken into custody after she shined a green laser pointer
at a Virginia State Trooper-Pilot, blinding the pilot for several minutes Monday
night, according to Virginia State Police.
At the time, police were operating a fixed-wing aircraft while conducting a
statewide manhunt for a wanted man suspected of stealing a vehicle and shooting
out of the window at officers, among other charges.
The pilot of the aircraft was surveying the area just before 11 p.m. when he was
temporarily blinded by someone
pointing a laser pointer from the
ground in Crewe. State police said
the pilot regained vision several
minutes later, and with the help of
his co-pilot, the two were able to
identify the source of the laser and
provide state troopers with an exact
location and address.
Police said the laser continued to strike and track the aircraft as it continued
to circle the area and assist with search efforts.
The Town of Crewe Police Department and Virginia State Police worked
together to identify 40-year-old Tabitha Crater as the woman suspected of shining
the laser pointer. She was found by police –with the laser pointer– at a residence
on the 100 block of Melody Lane.
Crater was taken into custody without incident.

Virginia State Police Arrest
Suspect after High Speed
Chase Ending in Crash
Continued from page 1

onto Meadowville Road and ramming
two VSP patrol vehicles.
At this point, the driver lost control
and crashed in the 11500 block of
Meadowville Road. The driver got
out of the Toyota and attempted to run
away but was apprehended shortly
after.
The driver was identified as
a 55-year-old man from Colorado
Springs. He was taken into custody
without further incident and was taken
to John Randolph Medical Center for
treatment of minor injuries sustained
in the crash.

Virginia State Troopers Arrest Man after Chase, Crash, and
Discovery of Fentanyl

A Woodbridge, Va., man is in custody, facing drug and
other charges, after a police chase and crash, according to
Virginia State Police.
Police tried to stop a Dodge Charger on I-95 near the
Lorton exit. The license plate indicated the car had been
stolen out of Maryland, police said.
Authorities reported that the driver,
Alpha Kamara, 24, of Woodbridge, Va.,
refused to stop and instead sped away
from the trooper at a high rate of speed.
A pursuit was initiated.
Approximately two minutes later, police
said Kamara ran off the right side of the
Alpha Kamara
interstate near Occoquan Road, hit the
guardrail and crashed into the ditch.
Kamara ran from the scene on foot, police said. An
adult male passenger remained at the scene. Kamara was
arrested a short distance from the vehicle crash.

Police said they found about two kilograms of fentanyl
pills in the car.
Kamara is being held in the Fairfax County Adult
Detention Center on charges of one felony count of eluding
police, one felony count of hit-and-run, unauthorized use
of a vehicle, one felony count of possession of a Schedule
I/II drug with the intent to distribute, one count of
obstructing justice by resisting arrest and driving without
a valid license.

Do you know someone who would like to receive the Trooper Talk?
Please email us, vspa@vatroopers.com, and we will put them on our list! Thank you!

