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Virginia State Police Need Hundreds More Troopers.
The Virginia State Police added 

40 new troopers to their 
ranks last month. Yet, it’s a drop 
in the bucket for a department 
facing critical staffing shortages. 
The 134th Basic Session Trooper 
Graduation was approximately half 
of what it’s been in the past.

Even more of an issue, there are 
currently 334 trooper vacancies. Wayne Huggins, Executive 
Director of the Virginia State Police Association, told 
Channel 8 news that vacancy rate could grow. 

“Additionally we have another 273 troopers who are fully 
eligible for retirement, and our applications are down by 
40%.”

The current climate around policing is making it hard 
to recruit and retain officers. Staffing is so short within the 
State Police that troopers are being pulled from around the 
state to handle critical areas.

“Here it is summer-time, the busiest time of the year for 
Virginia Beach. We’re 50% vacancies down there” Huggins 

said in August.”
Gov. Ralph Northam has 

pledged to help. At the graduation 
ceremony Northam told the new 
troopers he’s proposing $20 million 
from the American Rescue Plan and 
a study to look at a long-term fix.

 “These are critical investments 
to make sure we have more resources 

to recruit and retain state troopers while also boosting our 
efforts to reduce gun violence,” Northam said.

Huggins says the American Rescue Plan money should 
help make the department marginally more competitive. It 
seems to have support from both the Virginia Senate and 
House of Delegates.

Huggins says the hope is lawmakers will come back next 
session and offer more. Regardless, the staffing shortages 
won’t be fixed overnight.

On average, it can take 18 to 24 months to fill a 
vacancy. The application process alone can take six months, 
as it requires psychological, physical and polygraph testing. 

Trooper Teddy 
Back in Action!

Last month, the Virginia State 
Police Association presented to 
State Police Colonel Gary Settle, 
over 1,000 newly-arrived Trooper 
Teddy Bears. The program, 
previously dormant was reinstated 
and revitalized by the VSPA.

Trooper Teddy Bears will 
ride in each Virginia State Police 
Patrol Car ready to comfort a child 
who has been injured in a vehicle 
accident or traumatized by criminal 
activity.  

Continued on back

A PUBLICATION OF THE VIRGINIA STATE POLICE ASSOCIATION FALL 2021

It is during our fall mailing that we 
like to pay special thanks to those of 
you who have consistently supported 
us through the ups and downs. This 
rings especially true for fall of 2021.

We make available our auto 
window sticker for the coming 
year only to the citizens of Virginia 
who have supported us in the past. 
No, the sticker is not a get-out-of-
jail certificate. However, it lets our 
troopers know that you respect their 
job of upholding the law, and that 
means a lot in our current environment. 

Any donor who contributes 
anything to our fall campaign will 
receive two new 2022 window stickers 
and is eligible to win a vacation for 

two to the Fife & Drum Inn; historic 
Williamsburg’s only downtown 
lodging (fifeanddruminn.com). 
Those who can contribute $50 or 
more will receive 
four stickers and 
two chances to 
win the vacation. 
Donations of $100 
or more will receive four stickers, four
chances to win and will be recognized 
in our office in Richmond.

200613

143140_200613_LEAD_VA_NEWS_khh.indd   1143140_200613_LEAD_VA_NEWS_khh.indd   1 8/18/21   10:12 AM8/18/21   10:12 AM



The Trooper Teddy program is one 
of the many ways the VSPA contributes 
to the well-being of the Virginia State 
Police and the Commonwealth.

Trooper Teddy Back in Action!
Continued from cover

Virginia State Troopers Arrest Two 
Men Wanted in Shooting

The Fayetteville Police 
Department said two men 
wanted for a shooting in 
Fayetteville were arrested in 
Virginia. 

Virginia State Police 
troopers spotted the vehicle 
and conducted a felony traffic 
stop. Mesai Assefa was taken into custody without incident. Mikias Demissie 
fled in the vehicle, leading troopers on a short vehicle pursuit before troopers 
utilized a PIT maneuver to end the pursuit and take Demissie into custody. 

Police said the two were involved in a shooting in Hunters Glen in 
Fayetteville. 

Officers arrived at the scene after someone reported they had been shot 
and found one victim. Authorities rushed the victim to a hospital and was 
last known to be in stable condition. 

Detectives gathered evidence and obtained warrants for aggravated 
assault and aggravated battery against both suspects. Police issued alerts to 
surrounding state agencies.

Both men will be extradited to Georgia after facing charges in Virginia. 

Officer D.J. “Nick” Winum

Stanley Police 
Officer Shot and 
Killed Following 
a Traffic Stop

A police officer was fatally 
shot by a driver during a traffic 
stop before he could get out his 
vehicle, authorities said.

The deadly shooting unfolded 
in the town of Stanley. According 
to a statement from Virginia State 
Police (VSP), Officer D.J. “Nick” 
Winum initiated a traffic stop in 
the moments before he was gunned 
down by a motorist.

The 48-year-old was dead 
inside his patrol cruiser when 
fellow officers arrived on the scene.

The Page County Sheriff’s 
Office posted: “We have no 
words. Please pray for the family 
of our fallen brother, the Stanley 
Police Department, and our law 
enforcement family.”

The Virginia State Police 
family mourns the loss of their 
brother officer who was a graduate 
of the VSP 112th Basic Session in 
2006. Officer Winum served as 
a Virginia State Trooper for ten 
years.

Botetourt County Man Thanks Trooper for 
Helping Him Fix Broken Car

A man in Botetourt County says he is 
thankful for the help from a state trooper 
over the weekend.

Nathan Harrison says he left the 
pool to go home and grab goggles for his 
nephew when his car broke down on the 
side of Route 220. While he examined the 
hood, a state trooper pulled up behind him.

Trooper Dereck Spencer gave Harrison 
a ride to pick up tools then brought him 
back to the car.

Harrison posted photos to Facebook to raise awareness for the good work 
police do.

The two worked on the car for close to an hour before getting things back on 
track. Harrison says Spencer was his God-send.

“I think it’s important to bring to light that they are human,” Harrison said. 
“They are just regular people, like you and I, underneath that uniform.”

Do you know someone who would like to receive the Trooper Talk? 
Please email us, vspa@vatroopers.com, and we will put them on our list! 

Thank you!
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