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Bridge on I-81 Dedicated in
Memory of Slain Virginia Trooper
Dozens gathered on Friday,
November 1st to remember and honor
a Virginia State Police trooper who
died in the line
of duty earlier
this year. Lucas
B. Dowell, 28,
was a trooper
for four years
before he was
shot and killed
on Feb. 4, 2019,
while assisting
with a search
Trooper Lucas B.
Dowell
warrant during
a narcotics arrest operation at a
residence in Cumberland County.
Virginia legislators, Smyth
County and Chilhowie officials,
state and local law enforcement and
transportation officials and family

and friends gathered in Chilhowie to
dedicate the Interstate 81 Bridge as
the Trooper Lucas B. Dowell Bridge.
Virginia State Sen. Charles
Carrico and Virginia State Police
Association Executive Director
M. Wayne Huggins were among
the speakers, which also included
Dowell’s mother, Rebecca.
A native of Chilhowie, Dowell
earned a degree in criminal justice
from Radford University. As a trooper,
he was first assigned to the Virginia
State Police Appomattox Division’s
Area 18 Office, which encompasses
Charlottesville and the counties of
Albemarle, Fluvanna, Greene and
Nelson. Dowell was also a member
of the Appomattox Division Tactical
Team, the equivalent of a SWAT team.
On Aug. 2 of this year, the town

Mike and Rebecca Dowell stand
with their daughter, Erica Dowell, at
the unveiling of the bridge dedicated
in memory of their son and VSP
Trooper Lucas. B. Dowell.

of Amherst dedicated the South Main
Street/Route 29 Bridge over Route
29 as the Trooper Lucas B. Dowell
Bridge.

We Are Grateful to Those Who Back Us
NEW 2020 DONOR RECOGNITION GIFTS
We are kicking off the
new decade with renewed
recognition for our donors.
Anyone who contributes
to our spring 2020 fund
raising drive will receive
two 2020 window stickers
and will be eligible to win
a vacation for two courtesy
of The Inn at Forest Oaks B&B (theinnatforestoaks.
com) in Natural Bridge, VA. This magnificent historic
estate nestled in green, rolling hills and pastures with
breathtaking views of the Blue Ridge Mountains, a stay
at The Inn at Forest Oaks will be a truly memorable
experience.
We also have a new item for all donors, our Thin-BlueLine Virginia decal. This decal, a tribute to our fallen law

enforcement officers in Virginia, was specially designed
for our 2020 spring campaign. It is very special to us.
Those who can contribute $50 to our spring campaign
will receive four window stickers, two Virginia ThinBlue-Line decals and the medallion, and will be entered
twice into our vacation drawing. We have updated our
VSPA Distinguished Donor Medallion for 2020. These
are especially beautiful, will adhere to any metal, and have
already become collectors items.
In addition to receiving everything above, donors who
can give $100 or more will be specially
recognized in our office in Richmond.
Finally, congratulations to Mr.
James Lucas of Spotsylvania,
who won our spring 2019
vacation to The Inn at
Meander Plantation in
Locust Dale.

Virginia State Troopers Rescue Hiker
he was at,” Davis stated. “He was
An experienced hiker who recently
actually using a machete to try and
found himself in trouble while roaming
cut his way clear to an open area. He
the forests in Burkes Garden found
wasn’t prepared for the weather. That
the help he needed when he called
day was cold and it was getting close
Tazewell County 911 on his cellphone
and got aid from the Virginia
State Police Med-Flight and the
Tazewell County Sheriff’s Office.
The incident happened
Oct. 23, Lt. Randy Ann Davis,
operations manager at Tazewell
911 recalled. “Our 911 center
received a call from a 72-yearold male, and he said he was on
Chestnut Knob and had come
up from Walker Gap in Burkes
Garden. He was in the woods on
Garden Knob and the caller was VSP Med-flight 2 Flight Nurse Carl Harrison,
Trooper-Pilot Ben Farmer and Flight Medic Earl
by himself.”
Carter (not pictured) rescued a hiker.
The hiker, Charles Bickes
to being dark, and he didn’t have a tent
of Richmond, Va., said that he hiked
or anything to camp with or get warm
all over the world, Davis said. Bickes
with.”
told 911 that he didn’t have any
“We kept him on the phone, but
medical problems, but he had left the
his battery life on his cellphone was
Appalachian Trail.
actually down to about 14 percent.
“He wasn’t exactly sure where

Time was of the essence and we did
have several deputies en route to him
and we contacted the Virginia State
Police Med-Flight to see if they could
search and they did,” she said. “They
were actually on another call and
as soon as they cleared up, they
headed for Burkes Garden.”
Bickes had a headlamp, and
he was able to reach a meadow
as 911 kept him on the phone.
Dispatchers kept communicating
with him and updating the MedFlight crew.
“He heard the helicopter and
could see the helicopter, and then
the deputies and EMS met him at
the old airport at Burkes Garden,”
Davis said. “He was OK. He was
very appreciative of the help, and
I think the deputies gave him a courtesy
ride back to his vehicle. He had a
headlamp on his head and he turned it
to strobe, and I think that helped MedFlight get a visual on him.”

59 New Troopers Join the Virginia State Trooper Ranks
Fifty-nine new state troopers joined the Virginia
State Police during commencement exercises on
Oct. 4 of this year.
The new troopers were part of the 130th
graduating class. Each received more than 1,300
hours of classroom and field instruction in more than
100 different subjects, including defensive tactics,
crime scene investigation, ethics and leadership,
survival Spanish, police professionalism, firearms,
judicial procedures, officer survival, cultural
diversity and crisis management. The members
of the 130th Basic Session began their 29 weeks
of academic, physical and practical training at the
academy on March 20.
The new troopers reported to their individual
duty assignments statewide this week. For their
final phase of training, each trooper will spend an
additional six weeks paired up with a Field Training
Officer learning his or her new patrol area.
VSPA SPRING 2020 VACATION DRAWING: Entries will be determined by amount of donation: one entry per household for donations under $50, two entries per
household for donations of $50 to $99, and four entries per household for donations of $100 or more. Only one entry will be drawn. Entries are entered into a random
computer selection software program. Winner will be notified after July 22, 2020. VSPA members and their families, VSP employees and their families are ineligible.

